
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S9291 July 31, 1996 
Thomas Jefferson once said, ‘‘The blood of 

martyrs is the seed of freedom’s tree.’’ Amer-
ica’s independence and our continued free-
dom have rested for 220 years on this 
premise. Freedom is in greater supply 
around the world today thanks to the United 
States and our allies—our allies played a big 
role and we should never forget that—but it 
comes at no small price in terms of required 
courage and commitment. 

To the men and women in uniform and to 
all those who serve our Nation, I will leave 
the Senate keenly aware of what every 
American should remember. Our sense of se-
curity depends on your vigilance and your 
discipline. Our prosperity depends on your 
sacrifice. Our dreams and our children’s 
dreams depend on your sleepless nights. And 
our freedom to live our lives in freedom de-
pends on your willingness to risk yours. 

May God bless each of you and all of those 
who serve America in the cause of freedom. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the dedication, pub-
lic service, and patriotism that per-
sonified the life of Capt. John William 
Kennedy, U.S. Air Force. Lieutenant 
Kennedy, or Jack as he was better 
known, was reported as missing in ac-
tion on August 16, 1971, in South Viet-
nam. He was presumed killed in action 
on July 16, 1978, and finally confirmed 
as having been killed in action in May 
of this year. 

Jack was born here in Washington, 
DC, but grew up in nearby Arlington, 
VA. He graduated from the Virginia 
Military Institute in 1969. While at 
VMI, he was the 1969 Southern Con-
ference 160-pound wrestling champion, 
a member of the VMI honor court, and 
was inducted into the VMI sports hall 
of fame in 1980. 

In October 1970, a year after entering 
the Air Force, Jack graduated from 
pilot training at Craig FBI in Selma, 
AL, and was awarded the Under-
graduate Pilot Training Office Train-
ing Award for being tops in his class. 
He then attended O–2A pilot training 
at Hurlburt Field, Eglin AFB, FL, and 
was thereafter assigned to the 20th 
Tactical Air Support Squadron 
[PACAF] in South Vietnam. 

Unfortunately, Jack’s promising 
young career was tragically ended 
while Captain Kennedy was flying on a 
visual reconnaissance mission over the 
Quangtin Province in South Vietnam. 
On August 16, 1971, radio contact with 
Jack’s O–2A aircraft was lost. A search 
effort was initiated, but no crash site 
or radio contacts or witnesses were un-
covered. U.S. Army intelligence reports 
indicated that the 31st North Viet-
namese Regiment was in the area at 
this time. 

In 1993, over 20 years later, remains 
were found at a crash site in Quangtin 
Province. The DNA from these bone 
fragments were positively identified as 
a match with Jack’s mother in 1995, 
and Captain Kennedy’s remains were 
returned to the United States in late 
June 1996. On Friday, August 2, a fu-
neral is scheduled for Captain Kennedy 
in the Old Post Chapel on Fort Myer, 
and internment with full military hon-
ors will follow at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

For his remarkable, yet short career, 
Lieutenant Kennedy was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Purple 
Heart, the Air Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, and 
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. 

Capt. John Kennedy was the embodi-
ment of an American hero. A true pa-
triot and a superb Air Force officer 
who served with courage and integrity, 
he lost his life during one of the most 
intense and demanding periods in our 
Nation’s history. His mother, who lives 
in Lake Ridge, VA, and his brother, 
Dan, who many of us know from his ef-
forts on the Hill as Bechtel’s represent-
ative, should be proud of Jack and 
what he accomplished during his short 
life. I am thankful that Jack’s fate has 
been determined, and that he has now 
been returned home for a proper burial. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SETH J. DIAMOND 
Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, Montana 

suffered a large loss on Friday after-
noon. A plane crash in the northwest 
corner of our State claimed the life of 
three men, Seth Diamond, Ken Kohli, 
and Al Hall. Seth lived in Missoula, 
MT, and Ken and Al lived in Cour 
d’Alene, ID. 

Over the last few years, my staff and 
I had the pleasure of getting to know 
Seth Diamond. As a representative of 
the timber community in the inter-
mountain West, I had many opportuni-
ties to work with Seth. Whether we 
were working on changing the way our 
Government deals with the Endangered 
Species Act or working in issues re-
lated to forest health and management, 
Seth was there with fresh ideas on how 
to solve hotly contested issues. It was 
Seth’s sense of fairplay that gave him 
such a good standing with groups on 
both ends of the natural resource man-
agement spectrum. I valued and re-
spected his comments and advice. 

Seth Diamond was born in Philadel-
phia and grew up on Long Island, NY. 
He received an undergraduate degree 
from Duke and a wildlife biology mas-
ters from Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tute and State University. In 1988, Seth 
found his way to Montana as a biolo-
gist for the U.S. Forest Service. He 
worked on the Lewis and Clark Na-
tional Forest out of Choteau, MT. 

The West is truly an unique area. 
Most believe you have to grow up in 
the West to appreciate our way of life 
and feel a strong commitment to pro-
tecting the businesses that have made 
Montana economically and culturally 
what it is today. It amazes me that a 
kid who grew up on the east coast 
could come to Montana and work to 
keep the wood products industry a part 
of Montana’s economy, but most im-
portantly believe it is vital to the well- 
being of Montana. Seth did just that. 

Montana’s resource dependent com-
munities owe a great debt to Seth. He 
worked to achieve a common goal of 
providing jobs for families and pro-
tecting a renewable resource. 

In addition to his commitment to 
Montana, Seth was a proud family 
man. He is survived by his wife, Carol, 
and children Kale, Laura, and Jesse 
Lynn. They and the rest of the Dia-
mond family have Phyllis’ and my 
prayers. 

Montana is a richer place today be-
cause of the work and dedication of 
Seth Diamond. I feel fortunate to have 
been given an opportunity to consider 
him a friend. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

FOREIGN OIL CONSUMED BY U.S.? 
HERE’S THE WEEKLY BOX SCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the 
American Petroleum Institute reports 
that for the week ending July 26, the 
United States imported 7,500,000 barrels 
of oil each day, the same amount im-
ported during the same week a year 
ago. 

Americans relied on foreign oil for 
53.9 percent of their needs last week, 
and there are no signs that the upward 
spiral will abate. Before the Persian 
Gulf war, the United States obtained 
about 45 percent of its oil supply from 
foreign countries. During the Arab oil 
embargo in the 1970’s, foreign oil ac-
counted for only 35 percent of Amer-
ica’s oil supply. 

Anybody else interested in restoring 
domestic production of oil—by U.S. 
producers using American workers? 
Politicians had better ponder the eco-
nomic calamity sure to occur in Amer-
ica if and when foreign producers shut 
off our supply—or double the already 
enormous cost of imported oil flowing 
into the United States—now 7,500,000 
barrels a day. 

f 

SALUTING THE ALABAMA NSSC 
DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION 

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, in 1981, 
the Alabama Association of Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program [RSVP] 
project directors developed a proposal 
requesting State funding for their 
projects as a supplement to their Fed-
eral budgets. During State budget ne-
gotiations, the funding was also ex-
tended to Alabama’s Senior Companion 
and Foster Grandparent projects, 
marking the beginning of a collabora-
tion among senior service corps pro-
grams in my State that has continued 
for 15 years. 

As a State association known as the 
Alabama National Senior Service 
Corps Directors Association, these 
three programs—RSVP, Senior Com-
panion, and Foster Grandparents—have 
worked together to secure other fund-
ing. The Senior Corps’ 35 State projects 
receive more than a quarter million 
dollars annually from the State budget 
to cover costs related to volunteers. 
These funds have been used to establish 
several programs, including a public 
housing mentoring program and train-
ing programs in prescription and over- 
the-counter drug misuse. The funds 
have also been used to conduct free 
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